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Preface 
The International Workshop on Broadcasting and Gossiping was held in Sechelt, 
B.C., in August 1990. The format of the workshop was intended to provide a significant 
amount of unscheduled time to allow interaction among the participants. Each partici- 
pant was invited to contribute to a list of open problems which provided a focus for the 
workshop. On each day, problem sessions were encouraged to work together in groups. 
Our hope that such a format would encourage the formation of new groupings of 
collaborators. Almost as an afterthought, the participants were invited to write up their 
results so that they might be collected. We approached Peter Hammer about the 
possibility of a special issue to include the results germinated at the workshop. He was 
quite supportive but suggested that there should also be a call for allied papers, from re- 
searchers who could not participate in the workshop. This volume is the result of that call. 
Many aspects of information dissemination in networks are found here. Several 
papers are concerned with (near-)optimal communication schemes for a variety of 
specific interconnection networks, including a detailed survey paper. There are also 
several combinatorial extremal results. We have also included a few more practically 
oriented papers which might not normally be included in this journal but which fit 
under our general heading. This special volume can be regarded as a companion to 
the Special Issue on Interconnection Networks (volumes 37/38), edited by Jean- 
Claude Bermond, where the algorithmic aspects were not emphasized. 
We wish to thank the many referees who assisted. There was a high acceptance rate due 
to the willingness of the referees and the authors to produce revised manuscripts. 
Hopefully these papers will inspire others to solve the open problems mentioned herein. 
We would like to thank Peter Hammer for his support and his willingness to let us 
take on this task. We would like to thank Peter’s able assistant Nelly Segal for her 
excellent advice and her attention to detail. Finally, we would like to thank Vera 
Robinson and Kim Junkin (both of Simon Fraser University) for their help in dealing 
with the paperwork. 
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